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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for bidding by vendors of customized goods or 
services, comprising steps of: 

receiving a plurality of vendor records via a computer network, the vendor records 
corresponding to each of a plurality of vendors! 

establishing a plurality of vendor pools, each respectively associated with a buyer and 
wherein each buyer having an associated vendor pool determines whether certain vendors 
will become or remain members 'of the vendor pool with which the buyer is associated, the 
vendor pools being established prior to transmitting any job data from the buyer pertaining to 
a specific iob: 

thereafter receiving a iob data from at [east one buyer, said iob data having a buyer 
identifier data, and a job descriptor data which specifies a plurality of characteristics of said 
customized good or service for which said buyer wishes a price quote or bid; 

in a pool of vendors , each of said vendor records having vendor identifier . data 
representing a vendor, and vendor capability data identifying a plurality of capabilities for 
said vendor to provide a customized good or service, wh e r e in tho plurality of v e ndor r e cords 
are aosociatod with at l e ast on e vendor pool or mora than on e of a plurality of established 
vendor pools, e ach vendor pool b e ing associated with a corxoDponding buy e r and having a 
plurality of vondor records ; 
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re c e iving - a - job data from at loost ono buyer, said job data having a buyor identifier 
data, and a job descriptor data which specifies a plurality of characteristic 5 of said customized 
good or sorvicc for which said buyor wishes a price quota or bid; 

automatically comparing via a computer processor said vendor records to said job 
data, wherein said comparing includes comparing each of said plurality of characteristics for 
said customized good or service with corresponding plural capabilities for each vendor only 
from the pool of vendors associated with said buyer; 

automatically identifying via a computer processor at least one subset from the pool 
of vendors as qualified for receiving an invitation for bid, based on said comparison; 

selectively transmitting a solicitation to en4y selected members from the pool of 
vendors; 

receiving bid response data from at least one of said vendors which received said 
solicitation, said bid response data identifying each of the vendors from which it was received 
and a bid price; and 

outputting to said buyer at least some of said bid response data. 
Claims 2-24 (Canceled) Claims 2-24 were previously canceled. 
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25. (Currently Amended) A method for competitive bidding by vendors of 
customized goods or services, comprising steps of: 

receiving a plurality of vendor records via a computer network, each of said vendor 

records having a vendor identifier data representing a vendor, and a vendor capability data 
identifying a plurality of capabilities of said vendor to provide a customized good or service 
customiz e d goodo or sorvicos ; 

establishing a plurality- of vendor pools, each respectively associated with a buver and 
wherein each buyer having an associated vendor pool determines whether certain vendors 
will become or rem ain members of the vendor pool with which the buver is associated, the 
vendor pools being established prior to transmitting any job data from the buver pertaining to 
a specific job; 

thereafter receiving a job data from at least one buyer, said job data having a buyer 
identifier data, and a job descriptor data which specifies a plurality of characteristics of said 
customiz ed good or service for which said buyer wishes a price quote or bid: 

, whorcin the plurality of v e ndor records aro associated with at least one v e ndor pool 
or moro than one of a plurality of eatablishod vendor pools, each vendor pool boing 
Q3Gooiatod - with a corroaponding buyor and having a plurality of vendor records ; 

r e c e iving a job data from e ach of said buyers, said job data having a buyor identifier 
data repres e nting anid buyer, and a job dpocriptor data representing a cuGtom job for which 
said buyer wishoa a price quoto or bid: 

wherein the job description data specifies a plurality of characteristics of said 
customized goods or services; 
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automatically comparing via computer processor the plurality of characteristics of the 
job descriptor data with a corresponding plurality of capabilities of the vendors only from the 
pool of vendors associated with said buyer separately for each buyer providing job data; 

automatically comparing via computer processor one or more additional job selection 
criterion with corresponding characteristics of the vendors from the pool of vendors 
associated with said buyer; 

automatically identifying at least one of said vendor records as qualified for receiving 
an invitation for bid, based on said comparison; 

automatically selectively transmitting a solicitation to e^ly selected members from the 
overall pool of vendors based on the automated comparisons; 

receiving a bid response data from at least one of said vendors to which said 
transmitting step transmitted said solicitation, said bid response data identifying the vendor it 
was received from and a bid price; 

id e ntifying a candidate bid from said recoivod bid data, based on comparativQ valu o o 
of J aid bid prices; 

outputting to said buy e r a vendor s e lection data id e ntifying said bid r e spons e data and 
said candidate bid: 

r e ceiving an appr o val data from said buy e r, said data repr e s e nting one of an approval 
of said vondor corr e sponding to said candidate bid and an approval of transmitting an ord e r - te 
tho vendor - repres e nted by s aid approval data . 

26. Canceled. 
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